
Q & A 
 
Is it possible to have a portfolio interview before the admission test? 
 
Yes, a portfolio can be sent digitally to grafik@uni-ak.ac.at by January 10, 2021. Meetings are 
then offered via zoom. 
 
Do I have to be able to show diplomas? 
 
No. 
 
Do I have to be able to speak German? 
 
There is a lot of communication in English. However, it is required also to learn German, as 
the majority of the courses are held in German. An application without either good German 
or English has no chance of success. 
 
Does the department also teach graphic design?  
 
No! Because of our name, there are sometimes misunderstandings here. Our work is based on 
a concept of art, which is why the Graphics and Printmaking department is part of the Institute 
of Fine Arts & Media Art. The teaching does not address typography and commissioned 
graphics and is based on the understanding that topics and content are sought and 
implemented by the students themselves. 
 
Help - 50 Mb is too small for my portfolio, what should I do?  
 
It is not at all hard to produce a digital portfolio of around 30 pages with 50 Mb. The trick is 
NOT to use particularly small JPGs for this (that's counterproductive!), but rather normal sizes. 
When the pdf is ready and saved – and is larger than 50 Mb, it is saved again, for example as 
"Pdf with reduced size" (in Adobe Acrobat), or in Apple's Preview the file is exported using the 
Quartz filter "Reduce file size". Similar options exist in all other relevant programs. 
 
What will the final decisions of the jury be based on? 
 
The jury makes its decisions based on all three parts of the application: the initial portfolio; 
the practical test; the interview. 
 
Are there any additional entrance exams in September? 
 
No, only in February. 
 
Can I work alongside my studies or study something in addition? 
 
The study at the University of Applied Arts Vienna is demanding and intensive in terms of 
content and time. The study should have top priority for the students in order to guarantee 
the quality of the education. Experience has shown, that a double degree is not advisable! 
 



How many people apply and how many are accepted on average? 
 
In a normal year (with an analog application), the Graphics and Printmaking Department 
receives between 75-100 applications. 15-20 of these applicants will be invited to the 
practical test. Finally, 5-7 new students are accepted into the class.	


